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Foreword


Edwin E. Rice, a resident of Galveston Texas, was sworn into the Confederate Army on April 15, 1862. He signed into Captain E. S. Bolling’s Company A of Waul’s Texas Legion. He was to remain on furlough for thirty days, after having been given orders to report to Labadie’s Prairie, in Washington County, Texas.

During the summer of 1862 Thomas N. Waul completed the organization of his Legion, which contained elements of infantry (two battalions of six companies each), artillery (one battalion of two companies) and cavalry (one battalion of six companies).  The Legion continued to train in the area at Camp Waul until it was given orders to leave Texas and serve east of the state.  The infantry units were   assigned to the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana and eventually served as part of General John Pemberton’s Army at Vicksburg during the ensuing battle.  Major. Eugene S. Bolling was in command of the 1st Infantry Battalion. After the fall of Vicksburg, in July of 1863, the bulk of the Legion was captured by Northern forces. The soldiers accepted parole from the Union Army and later reformed in Houston, Texas, where under the command of Colonel Timmons they guarded the coast of the Gulf of Mexico in the Brazos River area till being disbanded in May of 1865.


David S. Pettus transcribed Rice’s diary while doing research at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston Texas.  Due to his untimely death, David’s work was not   completed. The final formatting and presentation was completed with the permission of the Pettus Family. This transcription is offered as an “as is” item, being that it was found in this state of preparedness after David’s death.


















Diary of Edwin E. Rice
April 15, 1862-April 5, 1863

April 15, 1862
	Sworn into the Confederate Army in E. S. Bolling’s company of Waul’s Legion for 3 years or the war by Adjt. O. Steele And receive a furlough for 30 days till the 15th May/62; at which time I am to be at the rendevous _ Labadie’s Prairie, Washington Co. _ Texas.

Monday [April] 21st
	Left Galveston at 7 A.M. on the Str. [Steamer] “Southern Flora” for Lynchburg. Arrived there at 3 P.M. and spent 8 days with the family of Mr. J. W. Bailey.

Tuesday [April] 29th
	Left Lynchburg at 12 A.M. on the Schr. [Schooner] “Flash” with R. C. Talbott and arrived in Galveston the next morning at 6 A.M.

Monday May 12th   
	At 7 ½ A.M. left the depot at Galveston on my way to the camp. About 3 miles from Highland Station the conductor whipped a man and put him off for not paying his fare. Arrived in Houston about 11 o’clock and put up at the Rusk House. Serv____ to the Gen.

Tuesday [May] 13th
	Left Houston at 12 1/4 and arrived at our camp Jero-Texas

	2 ½ miles from Hempstead at 3 o’clock P. M. Feel as though I would give almost any amount of money if I was at home.

Wednesday [May] 14th 
	Passed a very inclement night on account of the cold wind and hard boards. After breakfast this morning of bacon & flapjacks walked to Hempstead and returned on the cars at 10 o’clock. In the afternoon had the Head-ache breast-ache and stomach-ache. Felt real bad. Flea in abundance. Had some biscuit and chicken just before going to bed which tasted splendid.

Thursday [May] 15th 
	Went dew berry hunting in the morning. At dinner at 10 o’clock.
	In the afternoon rode down to Hempstead on the cars and walked back. Dick and I cooked our own supper of ham and potatoes - fried.

Friday [May] 16th 
	Wrote the first letter home. Very lonesome. A raccoon attacked Painfara(?) Or Hemphill and after a short struggle they came off victorious.


Saturday [May] 17th 
	Last night had a hard shower which leaked through our barn and made it very unpleasant while it lasted. To-day is my first time at cooking. J. G., R., C. T. and myself are the cooks. In the evening washed all over in the creek.

Sunday [May] 18th 
	The news of the demand of the surrender of Galveston has reached here and our Co. goes down immediately with Flournoy’s Regiment. We left camp with the said Regt. About 12 o’clock after a good deal of parading and a battle flag being presented to the Regt by Col. Flournoy in behalf of the ladies. Arrived in Houston about 2 ½ P. M. and camped out on open square  After dark went down town and got my supper x

Monday [May] 19th 
	The bivouac was rather unpleasant as there was a heavy dew but slept very well.
	Arose at 3 ½ o’clock, Went to the market for cup of coffee. Capt. Bolling concluded to came back so we left Houston at 12 1/4 and arrived at camp at 3 o’clock.

Tuesday [May] 20th 
	Receive marching orders for Camp Waul. Packed up and left camp about 10 o’clock. Walked to Hempstead. Ate dinner at a restaurant and laid over there till 4 ½ P. M. Left for Camp Waul on the N. C. R. R. [?] And arrived in Brenham at about 7 P. M. Walked to the hotel and got supper. Slept in the R.R. passenger car. Shaved to-day.

Wednesday [May] 21st 
	Ate breakfast at the hotel at Captain’s expense. Left the town immediately after breakfast and walked to the camp 7 or 8 miles. Laid there in the hot sun all day without anything to eat. Paimfar(?) & Dolan caught three rabbits and 1 skunk. Supper of flapjacks & rabbit. G. Michel & J. Grisham made a bet that hostilities would cease in six months from date. Ten (10) dollars of J. G. against five (5) of G. Michels. Made tent of a fly of a tent.

Thursday [May] 22nd 
	Very unpleasant.
	Rained all morning. We were divided into messes. I am in Mess No. 2. Wrote home in the afternoon. Played a game of town ball.

Friday [May] 23rd 
	Very cold wind last night and this morning. Played Town-ball &c. After dark drove partridges.

Saturday [May] 24th 
	Very cold wind again last night. Laid in camp all day reading &c.

Sunday [May] 25th 
	Preaching in camp by Rev. Mr. Parks, the chaplain of the Legion. The text was Acts 10th Chapter and 33rd verse. Laid in the tent all day. Took nap in the afternoon.
Monday [May] 26th 
	Very cold and unpleasant last night. Heavy dew. In the forenoon walked to New year’s Creek, 1 ½ miles on the road to Brenham. After dinner C. J. Hartwick & T. Hopkins paid me a visit.

Tuesday [May] 27th 
	Cooking to-day.
	L. H. Wood and Col. Waul were in camp this morning and ate dinner with the Capt. After dark an election for captain & First Lieutenant was held. Which resulted in E. S. Bolling being elected Capt. & O. Parnfare 1st Lt. The Capt. Then read orders No. 1st and 2nd from Gen. Waul.

Wednesday [May] 28th 
	We received the news this morning of the evacuation of Richmond and the recognition of the Southern confederacy by Spain. Received a furlough to visit Chappell-Hill till the 2nd of June/62. After dinner walked to Brenham at least 7 miles with T. B. Cram and M. Rees. Stopped at the Prentiss House 

Thursday [May] 29th 
	Left Brenham at 6 ½ A.M. on the cars and arrived at Chappell-Hill at 7 ½ A. M. Yesterday evening at Brenham met A. H. Cook, one of my old school fellows at Bastrop; on his way to Flournoy’s Regiment. At the depot  saw L. Wagoniere & Bennett on their way back to camp. After supper went to church and heard Mr.. Bragg. Nodded several times.

Friday [May] 30th 
	Read all the morning at home. At the cars saw A. W. Graber on his way to camp. After coming home saw Misses M. Perkins & D. Stewart.

Saturday [May] 31st 
	At home this morning.
	At the depot saw C. W. Pyle, D. Sorley, V. Shattuck.

Sunday June 1st
	Went to church in the morning and heard the Rev. Mr. Kennon preach. Mr. Allen and two children. Miss D. Steward and Miss M. Perkins were at our house in the afternoon. Also Miss Laura Freeman. At night Rev. Mr. Follansbee preached. To-day saw Miss Diggs & L. Waldmann.

Monday June 2nd 
	This morning at the cars bid col. Gillespie good-bye. He is off for the seat of war. Saw Rev. Mr. Carnes on his way down. Also T. Hopkins & Barton. Mr. C. Stewart came to see us in the morning. After dinner went over to Miss Allen’s and Miss D. S.
	Left Chappell Hill at 5 o’clock and arrived at 6. Saw Father just before leaving. Stayed with Mr. Rees at Prentiss House. G. Michel & Sheppard also.

Tuesday [June] 3rd 
	Came up after breakfast.
	Walked with Rees to camp. Dress parade at 6 o’clock.

Wednesday [June] 4th
	In the morning had battalion drill. Wrigley’s company arrived to-day. Usual routine of camp duties.

Thursday [June] 5th 
	M. Rees and myself cook to-day. After dinner an election of officers was held, except for captain and 1st Lieutenant, they being elected before, which resulted in W. R. Upton being elected 2nd Lt., E. Thomas 2nd Jr. Lt., T. W. Dolan O. Sergt., T. G. Bennett 2nd Sergt., C. Hagan 3rd Sergt., J. H. Grisham 4th Sergt., McCarty 5th [Sergt], Ahern 1st Corporal, G. W. Parish 2nd [corporal], A. L. Wagoniere 3rd [corporal], Volney H. Biren 4th [corporal].
	C. C. Williams was appointed to commissary sergeant.

Friday [June] 6th 
	Nothing of interest has happened to-day. Reading, drilling, and eating.

Saturday [June] 7th 
	Drill in the morning and Dress Parade in the afternoon. The Col. Said at Parade that we would leave for the seat of war as soon as we were well enough drilled. Washed all over in the creek.

Sunday [June] 8th 
	Preaching at 10 o’clock at Timmons’ camp by Mr. Parks. The text was “I go sin, and went not.” Wrote a letter to Mother. No dress parade to-day.

Monday [June] 9th 
	Reveille at 5 o’clock. Squad drill from 8 ½ to 9 ½. Battalion [drill] for officers at 10. I drilled with them to-day. Dress Parade at 6 o’clock. Tattoo at 8 ½ P. M. At dress parade the adjutant read the order that no private should leave camp without the written permission of his captain, countersigned by the commanding officer.

Tuesday [June] 10th 
	Nothing of any interest has transpired to-day.

Wednesday [June] 11th 
	I forgot to say we received our tents last Monday. This morning we moved our camp more to the west, on the right of the Infantry battalion.

Thursday [June] 12th 
	A fife was used with the drums at dress-parade to-day for the first time.


Friday [June] 13th 
	In camp all day.
Saturday [June] 14th 
	On fatigue duty to-day, leveling the road over the creek. Caught a cold last night and am half sick to-day. Washed all over in the creek after dress parade. The Captain’s wife was at camp to day and inspected the camp.

Sunday [June] 15th 
	Received a letter from Father this morning per Mr. Rodgers. Preaching this morning by the chaplain Rev. Mr. Parks. The text was “Glory to God on the highest, peace on earth good will to man.”
	Saw Mr. Worth of Galveston. Bob John came to camp in the evening. Took one pill.

Monday [June] 16th 
	On the sick lest to-day.
	Attended dress parade in the afternoon. Was vaccinated.

Tuesday [June] 17th 
	On guard to-day. Adjutant Steele arrived this morning.

Wednesday [June] 18th 
	The Captain returned from Brenham this morning. He has 16 more recruits. I forgot to mention about three weeks ago, on the 28th ultimo, an election for Lieutenant Col. and 2 majors was held. B. Timmons was elected Lt. Col.; A. Cameron Major of Infantry and Willis Major of cavalry. At dusk or a little before, to-day, a storm of wind arose which blew down a good many of the arbors. It was joined by a thunder shower. Cleared off by eight o’clock.

Thursday [June] 19th 
	On fatigue duty to-day, bringing wood and water for the messes. Had another election of officers by order of the Colonel. The former officers were reelected.

Friday [June] 20th 
	The first deaths in camp occurred to day. One from the Infantry in Millican’s company and one from the Cavalry. Dr. Ed. Randall is the surgeon. There are 200 cases of measles in the Legion. Major Cameron thinks we will not leaves until the measles go all through the Legion. Commenced wearing my new shoes to-day.

Saturday [June] 21st 
	On fatigue making an arbor for the cook. The messes are all broken up. There are four regular cooks for the company. Ramedas, a Mexican, is the chief cook. They order at dress parade this evening was that no furloughs should be granted beyond the 29th inst. The news came up this evening that France, England & Spain had recognized the Southern Confederacy. Several of the new recruits arrived this afternoon.

Sunday [June] 22nd 
	Received a furlough to visit Chappell Hill or Houston from 23rd to 29th inst. Attended preaching by Mr. Parks. Two new, a sergeant & corporal from Nathusius’ Co. were transferred into our Co. August Seelhorst & Sims. At 3 ½ o’clock P. M. started for Brenham arrived at 20 minutes past 6. Registered at McIntyre’s.

Monday [June] 23rd 
	Left Brenham in the cars at 6 1/4 A. M. Procured a pass at B. to visit Houston. Arrived at Chappell Hill at 7. In the afternoon attended the examination of the Female School. At night concert & reading compositions. Shaved.

Tuesday 24th 
	Attended the examinations in the morning & afternoon. Concert again at night.

Wednesday 25th 
	The examination closed this morning. Rev. J. E. Carnes made a speech in Female Culture at 11 o’clock.
	John McMahan, Eugene Wilson, Wm. Lambdin, Wm. Stith & Robert John are here. All old school mates. Soldiers benefit concert at night in the University. Dixie, I’m going home to Dixie, Bonnie Blue Flag, Secession Medley and a great many other pieces were sung. It was a splendid affair. “Mr. & Mrs. Sambo” was also sung.

Thursday [June]  26th 
	Left Chappell-Hill at 7 o’clock on my way top Houston. Arrived in Hempstead at 8. Do [ditto] Houston at 1.
	Ate supper and breakfast and slept at Mr. Briggs.

Friday [June] 27th 
	Saw James Lubbock, one of my former school fellows. Returned to Chappell-Hill in the afternoon. Passed through Hempstead at 3 o’clock. Saw our old encampment just before getting to Hempstead. About 4 ½ P. M. arrived at Chappell-Hill.

Saturday [June] 28th 
	Walked to town this morning on some business. Went to Mr. Lewis’ to deliver a letter sent by J. Howard. Bought a bottle of preserved Damsons to eat in camp. In the afternoon went with my sisters to Miss Allen’s & Miss Mattie Perkins’.

Sunday [June] 29th 
	Went to Sunday School a short time in the morning. At 11 o’clock Mr. Stone preached. Immediately after dinner left for camp in a buggy with father. Started at 1 1/1 P. M. and passed through Brenham at 4 ½. Arrived at camp at about 6 ½ .

Monday [June] 30th 
	Father ate supper, breakfast and slept with the captain. He left about 7 A. M. This is muster day. We were inspected by Lt. Col. Timmons. We now have squad drill at 6 ½ o’clock. Battalion drill at 7 ½, Company drill at 4 P. M. and Dress Parade at 6.

Tuesday July 1st 
	I had my fortune told by Prof. Talbott. He says I am to live but one year, to marry next year and to have 7 boys and 3 girls.

Wednesday [July] 2nd 
	Nothing has happened to-day worth writing down.

Thursday [July] 3rd 
	Last night a 2 o’clock was waked up by the OS [orderly sergeant] to go on guard in place of Foster who was taken sick. Only stood on post about 3 ½ hours. This afternoon we were reviewed and inspected by Gen. Webb, the inspector general of the state. We were marched about a mile from camp.

Friday [July] 4th 
	This is the 86th Anniversary of American independence. It can hardly be called an anniversary either, as it is not noticed in the least. A year ago I was soldering at Pelican Spit in Galveston harbor with the Galveston Rifles. I wonder where I will be next 4th of July. To-day I am on the regular fatigue. Bringing wood & water for the messes.

Saturday [July] 5th 
	There is a good deal of thunder & lightening to-day but very little rain. At 4 P.M. we were reviewed by the colonel with his aid [sic], Capt. Ware. Our band came out yesterday for the first time. There was a good deal of talk of our leaving in a week or two.

Sunday [July] 6th 
	Wrote a letter to Louisa. Rev. Mr. Seat delivered a lecture on “The Confederate States in Prophecy.” After the Lecture he raised about $1500 for the sick of Waul’s Legion. Our company subscribed $100. I have had the toothache all day and in the afternoon had it pulled.

Monday [July] 7th 
	___________________________________

Tuesday [July] 8th 
	Battalion drill at 7 o’clock.
	Company do at 4 P. M.

Wednesday [July] 9th 
	________________________________________

Thursday [July] 10th 
	We are to leave this camp in a few days for Burleson Co. Capts. Adams, Wrigley & Thomas were sent on to select camping ground on the way.
	They returned yesterday. This afternoon a storm of wins & rain arose, which blew down several of our arbors and wet most of us through. It is the first rain we have had for 1 ½ months.
	After tattoo a Prof. Lectured upon the past & future history of the world. He said the earth in one million five hundred thousand years would be cast in the sun and burned up. He said a comet is formed from a meteor and a planet from a comet.

Friday [July] 11th 
	Was excused from duty from after reveille to-morrow morning til Monday morning.

Saturday [July] 12th 
	Left camp at 5 ½ o’clock on horseback for Chappell-Hill. Passed through Brenham at 7 ½. Ate breakfast there. Arrived at Chappell-Hill at 10 ½ o’clock. Father came up from Houston in the afternoon.

Sunday [July] 13th 
	Shaved this morning. Went to Sunday School & church.

Monday [July] 14th 
	Left Chappell-Hill at 5 1/4 o’clock. On my way to Brenham was taken with a stomach ache. Arrived in Brenham about 8 o’clock. Was sick there all day. Left about 5 P. M. and arrived in camp at sun down.

Tuesday [July] 15th 
	On the sick list to-day. Changed messes this morning with Shilling in Mess No. 3. There were not pleased with him and sent him back. Lent to T. G. Bennett one dollar - Also Geo. Evelt three dollars.

Wednesday [July] 16th 
	Received a furlough to visit Chappell-Hill from this morning till the 21st inclusive.	
	At 5 P. M. left camp with C. C. Williams on foot for Brenham. About 10 minutes after leaving Col. Forshey passed me in an ambulance and asked us to ride with him. So we got the ride for nothing. Ate supper & Slept at the Prentiss House.

Thursday [July] 17th 
	Came down on the cars to Chappell-Hill. Edgar’s & Hogue’s companies of artillery leave to-day for Little Rock, Arkansas. Bradley’s & Mattison’s cos. of Infantry left last Sunday on furlough.

Friday [July] 18th 
	Read P all at home.
	In the afternoon walked to the cars. The news came up, that at the Battle of Richmond we had taken 14 Generals, McClellan & Sumner amongst them, and 36,000 prisoners.

Saturday [July] 19th 
	The news this evening contradicted the previous report. McClellan has not been taken and we have not taken so many prisoners. Geo. Evelt came up with two Galveston watermelons. Sergt. Hagan, Möhle & Thorp also were on their way to camp.

Sunday [July] 20th 
	Attended church in the morning. Rev. H. S. Thrall preached. Saw a very pretty young lady, Miss Kate McL. In the afternoon went on the lookout of the University; but could not see Brenham or camp. At night Mr. Thrall again preached.

Monday [July] 21st 
	Walked to town in the morning and made some purchases for Mother. Separated from my folks to-day for the last time before leaving for Arkansas.
	Stayed at the depot 1 1/4 hours before leaving. Left at 6/40 o’clock and arrived in Brenham at 7 1/4 . Started for camp immediately with Shilling & Evelt. Arrived at camp at about 9 ½ o’clock. Turned in “instanter.”

Tuesday [July] 22nd 
	Washing dishes to-day in place of mounting Guard.

Wednesday [July] 23rd 
	On guard to-day on post No. 13 at the Col.’s quarters. Between 9 and 11 o’clock Shilling laid down and took a nap and was discovered by Lieut. Upton, who put him immediately in the Guard House. On the first relief.

Thursday [July] 24th 
	We had quite an excitement in camp this evening, on account of Capt. Nathusius’ Kicking a private in ranks. Rained a little towards night.

Friday [July] 25th
	On fatigue to-day. After doing the regular company fatigue we had to build up the Col.’s arbor, which had blown down the evening before. Since noon I have been at Head-Quarters writing for the Adjutant.

Saturday [July] 26th 
	At the adjutant’s office since Guard Mounting at 9 o’clock. From 7 to 8 ½ we drilled as skirmishers. Our company received guns to-day of different kinds.

Sunday [July] 27th 
	At the adjutant’s office till 10 o’clock.
	After dark two men were put in the Guard House on a/c of mocking Capt. Nathusius. Several companies intended to release them and we were ordered out to disperse them. But they left before we could get there.

Thursday [July] 29th
	Left Brenham at 6 ½ on the cars and arrived at Chappell-Hill at 7 ½ A.M. Yesterday evening at Brenham met A. H. Cook, one of my old school fellows at Bastrop; on his way to Flournoy’s Regiment. At the depot saw L. Wagonier & Bennett on their way back to camp. After supper went to church and heard Mr. Bragg. Nodded several times.

Friday [July] 30th 
	Read all morning at home. At the cars saw A. W. Graber on his way to camp. After coming home saw Misses M. Perkins & D. Stewart.

Saturday [July] 31st 
	At home this morning.
	At the depot saw C. W. Pyle, D. Sorley, V. Shattuck.

Monday 28th 
	This morning I was regularly detached from the company to the Adjutant’s office.

Tuesday 29th
	Nothing of any importance has transpired to-day.

Wednesday 30th
	Last night four men went out on a depredating expedition and as they were returning with a bucket of honey, they were stopped by the sentinel. They ran, leaving their honey, and this morning were detected by the bee-stings on their faces. They are now in the Guard House. Shilling was released to-day.

Thursday 31st
	This morning four of the cavalry companies A, B, C, & D left on their way to Little Rock. Last night 22 of Ledbetter’s Co. deserted. This morning Capt. Sullivan was sent with his company after them. I am now Acting sergeant major as Nicholson the S. M. has gone on with the Cavalry. I sleep to-night in Capt’ Ware’s tent as he is to be absent.

Friday August 1st 
	I ate dinner to-day with Capt. Adams the Q. M. and Lieut. Steele.

Saturday [August] 2nd 
	Nothing of interest.

Sunday [August] 3rd
	Received permission to be absent one day. In the afternoon walked to Brenham alone in 2 hours.

	Monday [August] 4th
	Left in the cars at 6 ½ o’clock and arrived in C. H. in about an hour. Saw all the folks there and bid them farewell for the last time before leaving for the seat of war.
	Had to run about a mile to get to the cars.
	Arrived in Brenham early in the evening and after supper came to camp in an ambulance with Major Cameron, Capts Adams & Izard  and D. Randall.


Tuesday [August] 5th
	Nothing of interest.

Wednesday [August] 6th
	Five companies of Infantry , Capt. Bollings “A”, Izard Co. “G”, Millican Co. “H”, Wickeland Co. “K” and Leadbetter “No” and also Capt. Sullivan’s Co. of Cavalry are to leave to-morrow morning on their way to Clarksville, Texas, where the command is to meet. The boys are all packing up and getting ready for the march. I am to remain behind and go on next Monday of Tuesday with the adjutant and the Third Division.

Thursday [August] 7th
	Reveille at 3 o’clock. The six companies all went this morning. Wickland’s Co. refused to go on a/c of not having blankets enough, but the presence of the Lone Stars amongst them soon changed their minds.
	A, much to be regretted, affray took place this morning in Sullivan’s Co. T. T. Hopkins, an old Galveston friend of mine, shot one of his company named Hutchinson for speaking against some Independence ladies. Hutchinson called him a d–d liar.

Friday [August] 8th
	I have been very lonesome since Co. A left.
	I was attached to-day to Wrigley’s company to get my meals there till we join the Lone Star Rifles at Clarksville.

Saturday [August] 9th
	Dress Parade has been changed to 8 A. M.. so the officers can go visiting in the afternoon.

Sunday [August] 10th
	After Guard Mounting washed all over in the creek.

Monday {August] 11th
	A storm of wind and rain arose in the afternoon blowing down tents and arbors.

Tuesday [August] 12th
	Wrote a letter to Mr. D. B.

Thursday [August] 14th
	Arose at 3 A. M. Rode to Brenham on horseback and went down to C. H. on the cars. Left at 4 ½ P. M. and arrived in camp by dark. On the way was caught in a shower. Felt more homesick after arriving in camp than I have felt for 2 ½ months. I do wish this senseless war was over.


Sunday [August] 17th
	This afternoon we are all packing up to leave in the morning. I commenced a letter to Mary.
Monday [August] 18th
	The Infantry left camp at 5 1/4 o’clock. The Cavalry follows in about an hour and a half. I left about 8 o’clock with Sergt. Haldinwang[??]. We arrived at our first camp on the Yegua about 10 o’clock. It was a very bad camping place, a heavy undergrowth of Black-jacks, water the color of milk and very scarce. Distance traveled to-day, nine miles.

Tuesday [August] 19th
	Reveille at 3 o’clock. Left about the same time as yesterday. Put some corn bread and beef in my haversack, which tasted very well along the road. Arrived at Courtney’s lake at 11 o’clock. Distance from last camp 13 miles. About dark a heavy thunder shower arose, which wet me to the skin and very nearly drowned us all. Slept in the ambulance. I am traveling on Maj. Labuzan’s horse in charge of Lieut. Steele.
Wednesday [August] 20th
	We are laying over to-day at Courtney’s so the train can catch up.

Thursday {August] 21st
	Left camp at 5 ½ o’clock.
	Passed through Caldwell at about 10 o’clock with the colors flying, drums beating and band playing.
	Deposited a letter in the office for Mary. Camped 1 mile beyond C. at Scott Springs. This is the best camping ground we have had yet. A very cool fine spring and good shade. About 30 or 40 ladies visited us in the evening and we had Dress parade for their benefit. Rode to Town and got a very good supper for 20/ [20 cents]

Friday [August] 22nd
	Took up the line of march at 4 1/4 and arrived at the Brazos near Judge Davis’ at 11 o’clock. A barbecue was ready as soon as the infantry arrived. We soon dispatched it. It was rather a poor excuse. Only dry cornbread pork and mutton.
	Distance from Courtney’s to Scott’s Spring 10 miles. From Scott’s Spring to camp at Davis’, 15 miles.
	Bathed in the river toward evening.

Saturday [August] 23rd
	We lay over to-day to let the train catch up.
	Lieut. Ed. Jones and myself made an excursion in the country this morning and got as much buttermilk as we could drink and 5 or 6 fine watermelons free. Yesterday we received orders from Maj. Gen. Van Dorn to join him at Jackson, Miss. We are to rendevous at Shreveport instead of Clarksville.
	Dr. Randall, Col. Timmons, A. Ware and myself took a bath in the Brazos after supper.

Sunday [August] 24th
	Left the camp at a little after 5 and arrived at camp near Hearne’s at 10 ½ o’clock. Road the first part of the way very good, very sandy. Walked two miles or more and Sergt. Gengler of Wrigley’s Co. rode my horse. Poor ____
	Distance from camp at Davis’ to this camp 12 miles.

Monday [August] 25th
	Left camp at 6 o’clock.
	Arrived at Wheelock at about 10 ½ o’clock. Bought several eatables there and waited for dinner. The command passed through in about 3/4 hours after my arrival. One of Capt. Harwood’s Co. named Davis got intoxicated in town and had a fray with the Captain. He was arrested and sent to the Guard House. Rained from 2 P. M. till late in the night.

Tuesday [August] 26th
	Left camp about 6 o’clock and arrived at Navasota Lake, about one mile from the river, at 9 ½ o’clock.
	Distance about 9 miles.
	Do. From camp near Hearne’s to camp near Wheelock, 12 miles. The orad was very sandy.
	One of Wrigley’s Company named Isaacs died last night at Wheelock.
	The camps at Yegua, Caldwell or Scott’s spring and Courtney’s were in Burleson County. Those at Davis’ on the Brazos and at Hearne’s, in Robertson Co. Also the camp near Wheelock. The camp on the Navasota was in Madison Co.

Wednesday [August] 27th
	Left the lake about 5 o’clock and arrived in Leona at about 12 o’clock. Several of the officer and myself had a fine dinner at the hotel and were not charged a cent. Rode all the way with Lieut. Steele. Distance from the Lake to Leona about 20 miles. After dinner rode out to camp on the Boggy about 4 miles. As the Q. M. wagon was passing over a bridge, over a creek, one mile from town, the bridge gave way, precipitating the wagon bottom up into the bed of the creek. The infantry had a very wearisome march a good many of them gave out. They arrived in camp about 4 o’clock.
	This camp is in Leon Co.

Thursday [August] 28th
	We lay over to-day to allow the men to rest and to prepare a meal.

Friday [August] 29th
	Left about the usual time and arrived at the Trinity River about 10 o’clock.
	Distance 15 miles.
	Was awoke this morning by the rain and it rained all day with a few short intervals. Slow and fine rain. Crossed the river and camped on the east side. We had a very unpleasant time on account of the rain and wind. The wagons were ferried over. Camp in Houston County, at Alabama landing.

Saturday [August] 30th
	Left camp at 7 ½ o’clock as have only a short march to-day - 7 miles. Camp at Burnet’s old camp, 10 miles from Crockett. I walked about half way.
	Water very scarce.

Sunday [August] 31st
	On account of the scarcity of water and to deduct some from the Monday’s march the Lt. Col. Comdg. Concluded to march to-day. We traveled about 6 miles to Hale’s Spring 6 miles from Crockett.
	It rained again this evening, till after dark.

Monday Sept. 1st
	We lay over here to-day waiting for some flour, now on the way from Millican. After breakfast I rode to Crockett and staid till after dinner.
	Was charged 50 [cents] for a dinner, not as good as those at Caldwell & Wheelock.
	Rained again after dinner.

Tuesday [September] 2nd
	We lay over again to-day.

Wednesday [September] 3rd 
	Last night a party from the infantry and cavalry went to a Mr. Long’s house and robbed him of every apple in his orchard because he has refused one of the men a drink of water.

Thursday [September] 4th 
	Packed up and left camp this morning at 5 o’clock. Passed through Crockett about 7. Arrived in camp 1 mile beyond Condit’s at 11. Distance traveled 17 miles.

Friday [September] 5th 
	Continued the march to-day to the Neches River. Distance from camp 15 miles. This camp is in Cherokee Co. Arrived about 12 o’clock. Very bad road, sandy, hilly and broken up.
Saturday [September] 6th 
	We marched to-day to the Angelina River in Nacogdoches County. Distance 15 miles. Very good road.

Sunday [September] 7th 
	We lay over to-day. This is the first Sunday we have layed over since leaving Camp Waul. I drew my rations separate this morning and put them in Mess No. 10 of Wrigley’s Company. I am now going to commence a letter to Louise.
	How I wish I was again at home!
	Flour is issued to-day
	Have not had any for 4 mos.

Monday [September] 8th 
	The infantry left camp this morning at 4 ½ and arrived at Doyle’s Mill at 2 o’clock.
	Distance 19 miles.
	About 7 [o’clock] passed through Douglas. 4 miles from the Angelina. Three of the wagons broke down on a/c of the meanness of the road.

Tuesday [September] 9th
	Marched 8 or 9 miles to-day to Birdwell’s Creek. I have’nt enjoyed the ride for the last three or four days on account of a boil so placed as to render riding very uncomfortable. Arrived inn camp by 9 ½ A. M.
	To-day the road has been very sandy & broken up. It is the worst road we have had got. After leaving camp two miles we pass on through a place called Sand Town, an old and deserted town containing 4 or 5 houses.

Wednesday [September] 10th 
	Left camp early in the morning and marched 15 miles to Murrall Creek.
	A rattlesnake was killed in camp to-day with 13 rattles and 6 or 7 smaller ones. Towards night threatened to rain but did not.

Thursday [September] 11th 
	Left camp about 5 o’clock and arrived at the Sabine River about 1 1/2. 
	Arrived at Carthage, 8 miles from the river at 10 and staid there an hour, till the command passed through. Carthage is a small but very pretty village. It commenced to rain about 4 P. M. and continued till after night. Slept with Capt. Beaumont. It was the softest bed I have had since I have been in camp. Very muddy and unpleasant. This camp is in Panola County.
Friday [September] 12th 
	The command left camp about 7 o’clock on a/c of the rain. Capt. Nathusius’ Co. did not leave till after 1 P. M. Arrived in camp one mile beyond Lick Skillet or Bethany about noon.
	My horse was very lame to-day and I had to ride very slow. This is our first camp in Louisiana. It is the first time I was out of Texas, my native state. We camp to-day next to a church. Read a letter from Louisia.

Saturday [September] 13th 
	      Left camp this morning at 8 o’clock intending to go only 8 miles, but when we arrived there we found there was not sufficient water and had to go 16 miles to a branch, 6 miles from Shreveport. Before leaving camp I went back to Lick Skillet with a blacksmith of Harwood’s Company and had my horse shod and also set foot on Texas soil again. On arriving in camp I was delighted to see Maj. Cameron. Read a letter this evening from Father. Commenced messing at Head Qrs. Friday 12th inst.

Sunday [September] 14th 
	Arose at 3 this morning, had my breakfast and started by daylight. We go only five or six miles to-day to Nutt’s springs. 1 1/2 miles from Shreveport. Rode to town this morning and heard Mr. Parks preach in the Methodist church. I saw three or four wounded soldiers returning from the War. Two of them had their right arms shot off.
	Shreveport looks something like Houston and is about the same size. We have a nice cottage for Hd. Qrs.


Monday [September] 15th 
	We lie over on a/c of the trouble crossing Red River. I rode to town and staid till dinner time. Several of the men got on a spree and the Drum Major and Harrison, Sergt. Of the Band, were imprisoned for getting drunk and insulting two ladies. They were fined 7.50 each.

Tuesday [September] 16th
	Reveille at the usual time. Left our comfortable Hd. Qrs. With regret. The infantry, cavalry, wagons and all were ferried across the river without accident. Camped this evening at Red-shoot Creek. 9 miles from Shreveport.
	Last night at Shreveport one of Capt. Hammond’s Co. shot one of his most intimate friends in a house of ill-fame. He was shot through the calf of the leg. This afternoon he followed the command but was notified by the Lt. Col. To leave and accordingly he left on the stage.
Wednesday [September] 17th
	This morning we traveled about 6 miles to camp Voight at Platt’s Springs where Maj. Cameron’s division is camped. I was very much pleased to meet with mt company again.

Thursday [September] 18th
	We are lying over, waiting for Capt. Shropshire and the train to come up.

Sunday [September] 21st
	We are still at this camp. Wednesday morning one of Carter’s company named Garrett was run over by one of the wagons and died Thursday night. This morning I went with Steele and Ware to a church 2 miles from camp. The preacher said that all beasts would be raised from the dead. In the afternoon wrote a letter to Louisia. The nights are getting very cold.

Monday [September] 22nd 
	At 5 A. M. left camp and passed through Tillman about 7 ½. Arrived in camp at Dorcheat Bayou at 10 ½.
	We had an old board house for Hear Quarters. Distance 15 miles.

Tuesday [September] 23rd
	Left camp about the usual time and passed through Minden, a large and pretty town, about 7. Minden is the prettiest place we have passed through since leaving Camp Waul. Arrived at camp at Condlor’s spring at 12 o’clock. Distance traveled tp-day 18 miles. While passing through Minden the ladies paid us a good deal of attention, waving flags & handkerchiefs.

Wednesday [September] 24th
	Passed through Arcadia to-day, about 9 o’clock. Camped at Walnut Creek Post-Office. Hd. Qrs. At the office and the command 4 or 5 yards down the road.


Thursday [September] 25th
	This morning Dr. Randall, Capt. Beaumont & col. Timmons took the ambulance and kept on to Willis’ camp. Passed through Vienna about 10. Capt. Carter met us on the road having returned from Jackson. We are ordered by Gen. Van Dorn to Holly Springs, Miss. Camped on the Free Bridge Road, 1/4 mile from Douglas, at Busby’s Mill.
	Traveled yesterday 16 miles.
	Do [ditto] to-day 18 miles.

Friday [September] 26th
	Marched 13 miles to Camp Blanchard where Majors Willis and Cameron have been camped. This camp was previously occupied by the 30th  & 31st La. Regiments. Maj. Willis with his cavalry Battalion left here yesterday morning for Tallulah.

Saturday [September] 27th
	The 2nd & 3rd Divisions were united and marched to Monroe, 13 miles. We met Col. Waul and Capt. Ware at M.  Camped near the railroad depot. Passed through Trenton 1 mile from Monroe on the other side of the Ouachita. The infantry & wagons were ferried over. The Cavalry forded.

Sunday [September] 28th 
	We lay over to-day getting ready for to-morrows journey. The Infantry leave to-morrow at 6 A. M. in the cars for Tallulah. The Cavalry escort the wagons by the road.

Monday [September] 29th
	Reached Tallulah about noon. Passed through Delhi in the morning. Marched six miles from T. in the afternoon to Camp Gray. Passed the 30th & 31st La. Regts camped on the road from T. to V. distance from Monroe to Tallulah by the railroad, 55 miles.

Tuesday [September] 30th 
	Marched 22 miles to Vicksburg. A detachment of Cavalry was sent in advance as a guard. The day was exceedingly warm and one of Bolling’s Co. was believed to have been sunstruck and died about 10 P. M.
	Reilly was his name. Six miles from Vicksburg R. John and myself rose about 3/4 mile off the road near a Col. Young’s and saw the Mississippi for the first time. No gun-boats were in sight. From there we marched most of the way along the levee. Arrived at the river about 10 o’clock. Two miles from V. we passed through an old Yankee encampment where the Federals had been digging a canal, to cut off Vicksburg some time ago. There were a great many Yankee graves near and in this camp. I stood on the west bank of the Mississippi opposite to where the Yazoo joins the river, at the place where the Arkansas fought the fleet of Yankee gun-boats and could almost see the battle before me. I can hardly realize that I am standing where the enemy have ever been. We crossed the river without an accident on the Steam Ferry boat Desoto and Str. Paul Jones.
	Camped on the bank of the river in the southwestern part of the city.



Sunday October 5th
	We have been very busy ever since we have been here, reorganizing the Legion, paying off the troops & &. Capt. Hicks arrived with his company Thursday evening.
	The Legion is now composed of 2 Battalions of six companies each, one Batt. Of Cavalry of six cos. and one of Lt. Artillery f two companies.
	I was paid off this morning and received $116.68.
	We received 10 [cents] per mile from Brenham to Vicksburg.

Wednesday [October] 8th
	We were to leave this morning at 6 o’clock, but were detained. 3 or 4 companies left at 9 A. M. The rest of the infantry were delayed till 2 P. M. We then went 5 miles and the Locomotive gave out and the engineer went back for another. After a good deal of delay we went on about 15 miles and stopped all night. We then stopped at 
[October] (9th) Clinton 2 or 3 hours and arrived at Jackson about 4 o’clock. Changed Locomotives and left immediately for Holly springs. Passed through Canton at dusk. During the night passed through Goodman and W........... / and arrived at Grenada about 1 A. M. Left G. at 10. Passed through Waterville, Oxford, Abbeville and Waterford and arrived at Holly springs at 10 P. M. At Oxford Ware, Graves & I went to a private house and got dinner. Cooked supper after getting to Holly springs and slept in the car.

Saturday [October] 11th
	Moved a little beyond the depot in the afternoon in an open square. Jack & Van McMahan were in camp this afternoon.

Tuesday [October] 14th 
	We received orders this evening to have rations cooked and be ready to leave in a moments warning.

	Lieut. Steele was elected Major of 2nd Battalion and on the 13th C. C. Williams of Co. A was appointed Adjutant of the 2nd and P. S. Graves do [ditto] of the 1st Battalion. J. H. Grisham was appointed a Q. M. of the 1st Batt. I was appointed Sergeant Major of the 1st and R. N. Pryor of the 2nd Batt. My appointment to date from Oct. 1

Saturday [October] 25th 
	We have had a very cold spell for several days and this afternoon snow fell covering the ground to the depth of an inch or two. We have been hovering over the fire all day. I have had a severe cold for some days which has troubled me a great deal.

Monday [October] 27th
	This is my birthday. I am 20 years old. I have been quite homesick to-day and have been so for sometime. We received an order this evening to move to-morrow to Camp Cold Water.

Tuesday [October] 28th 
	At 11 A. M. we struck our tents and shortly after took up the line of march and arrived at Camp Cold Water about 4 P. M. It is 7 miles from Holly springs. We are in Russell’s Brigade, Tilghman’s Division and Terrell’s Corps of the Army of West Tennessee under Gen. Earl Van Dorn.

Saturday 15th November
	On Tuesday night, the 4th inst., we were aroused at 12 o’clock and ordered to cook three days rations and be ready to leaves by 4 ½. We were not called on and lay there with only one days provisions, as we did’nt have time to cook more, until 12 o’clock noon Thursday.
	Thursday evening we marched to Holly springs. Soon after we arrived a report came in that the Yankees were coming in on another road and we were ordered but to Goodman’s Mill, 7 or 8 miles from town. I rode about half way from Coldwater to town as I was unwell. We arrived at Goodman’s Mill at 9 o’clock. We had a very cold & dusty time on the road. Friday evening we were marched about a mile over in the woods. We got some provisions this evening, the first we have had since Wednesday morning.

Saturday [November] 8th at 7 P. M.
	We were ordered to cook one days rations and be ready to move at a moments notice. At 2 o’clock Sunday morning we left camp and traveled all day and arrived at Lumkin’s Mill, 6 miles south of Holly springs at dusk. We were marched off immediately on arriving there and the command arrived at camp near Abbeville at 7 A. M.
	As I was on the sick list I traveled all of the way in the ambulance.
	Maj. Cameron was in the ambulance also.

Tuesday morning at 8 A. M. [November 11th]
	We left early and arrived at camp at Tippah Ford on the Tallahatchie river at dark, it taking 10 hours to march 8 or 9 miles. Thursday afternoon we left that camp and came to our present one a distance of 1 1/2 miles.

Monday Nov. 17th 
	To-day the command was ordered to cook one days rations and report by 8 o’clock A. M. to Lt. Gloster at Tippah Ford to throw up fortifications. Then returned about dusk.

Tuesday [November] 18th 
	Capt. Munson returned from Texas this morning and did’nt bring any letters or clothes for me as he had promised.

Thursday [November] 20th 
	We were ordered to Rocky Ford, 13 miles from camp near Tippah ford. Walked all the way and held out very well.

Saturday [November] 29th 
	An engagement is going on now with the enemy near Abbeville. We can hear the cannons distinctly. We are ordered to have three days rations constantly in hand to be ready to act according to circumstances.


Sunday [November] 30th 
	A good deal of cannonading is still going on.

Monday Dec. 1st
	Last night it rained very hard, leaking through the tent and making it very unpleasant. We were ordered before daylight to strike tents, load wagons &c to be ready to leave immediately. A great deal of com. And Q. M. stores of every description were destroyed. Also commissary stores. Left about 9 o’clock and traveled about 17 miles by 8 P. M. Made fires and intended to camp for the night but in two hours received an order to push on immediately 7 miles.

Dec. 2nd
	Left this morning by 8 o’clock but only traveled 5 or 6 miles on a/c of the train. Rained most all day.

Wednesday [December] 3rd
	Left camp by 7 A. M. crossed the Yacona and halted about noon expecting to have a fight with the enemy. I had been riding to this time but the pony was now taken away. Moved on and marched till 11 1/4 P. M. all of out tents, tables and some baggage was burned today.

Thursday [December] 4th
	I forgot to mention that an engagement or skirmish was had with the enemy yesterday near Waterville, in which we were defeated.
	Left camp at an early hour this morning, but it was with difficulty that I could march as I was very weak, having had very little to eat. Got some potatoes and biscuit about 9 o’clock which helped me. Marched through rain and any quantity of mud and camped at 9 P. M. 4 miles from Coffeeville. It rained all night and was the most unpleasant night I ever passed except one - 7.

Friday [December] 5th
	Next morning marched to town to the railroad and camped in a field near the depot. Got a good meal again which tasted delicious. In the afternoon our forces had a fight with 7 regiments of the enemies cavalry about 2 or 3 miles from our camp resulting in a decided victory on our side. We had killed 7 and 43 wounded and the enemy 32 or 4 killed, 35 not wounded [prisoners] and 17 wounded prisoners and [their] total wounded not known but supposed to be over a hundred. The Legion was ordered to take part but the orders did’nt reach us in time. 27 prisoners were sent to our camp, which we took charge of.

Saturday [December] 6th 
	Left this morning for Grenada but could’nt make much progress on a/c of the train. Marched only 8 miles.

Sunday [December] 7th
	Marched 8 miles more and reached Grenada an hour before dark. Camped in a grove south of the town.

Monday [December] 8th
	Walked to town in the morning with Lt. Graves and had a shave &c which I very much needed.

Sunday [December] 14th 
	Yesterday the 1st Corps was reviewed by Gen. Van Dorn and after the review we were marched through town, passing in review before Genl. Pemberton on the Collins’ House gallery. This morning we were moved to another camp near the fair grounds, west of town.
	Received tents to-day.
	I went to church at night & heard one of our old choir tunes sung, which did me a great deal of good or rather which I was very glad to hear.

Monday [December] 15th
	This morning before day Gen. Van Dorn with all of the cavalry about 6,000, left on a secret expedition against the enemy.

Saturday [December] 27th
	Van Dorn’s expedition has been heard from. He was in Holly Springs has captured a vast amount of property. Last Wednesday we were reviewed by President Davis, Generals Joe Johnston, Pemberton, Loring, Tilghman & one or two others accompanied him.
	The whole army was reviewed. Our Legion was especially noticed by Genl. Johnston. On Christmas there was preaching in the morning and at night in the Methodist church. Mr. Marvin of Missouri preached at night. It was the first Christmas I have ever spent away from home. To-day a good deal of the army has been sent to Vicksburg, where it expected a heavy fight will take place. The enemy are reported to be landing up the Yazoo.
	Heavy firing has been heard in that direction for the past four days.
	We received the news two or three days ago of the resignation of Seward and his son and the repulse of Burnside’s army at Fredericksburg.

Monday [December] 29th
	Van Dorn’s expedition returned last night. They attacked Jackson but were repulsed. Communication with the rest of Mississippi by way of Vicksburg has been cut off. The Yankees having landed a large force at Young’s Point, 12 miles above V. at the mouth of the Yazoo.

Sunday Jany 25th, 1863
	Left Grenada this morning by order of Lieut Gen. Pemberton on the Mississippi Central RR on our way to Snyder’s Bluff. Arrived at Vaughn’s Station at 4 P. M. and camped there all night.


Monday [January] 26th
	Left about 10 A. M. for Yazoo City by train. Roads were very bad and only traveled 11 miles. Rained very hard just as we got to camp and rained almost all night.

Tuesday [January] 27th
	Left early this morning and passed through Benton at about 9 o’clock. From Benton to Yazoo City there is a ___________ which made it much better traveling. Went on ahead of the command and reached Yazoo City about an hour in advance. Had my had shampooed and hair cut and got my dinner before the command arrived. Bought two dozen eggs and had them cooked at a private house and sent down to the Str. Parallel, which was to take us to Snyder’s Bluff. Before night the Ladies sent us down a fine supper, which I was requested to divide amongst the companies. Before finishing, however, the men rushed by the guard and grabbed everything. Left a little after dark and arrived at Snyder’s Bluff during the night.

Wednesday [January] 28th
	Lieut. Evans, adjutant of the Legion, was taken sick last night with scarlet fever and was sent back to Yazoo City. He died the next Tuesday morning at 2 o’clock.
	We had a very bad road to camp, over hills, ravines and gullies.

Monday Fbry 2nd
	Changed camp to-day. Moved about a mile and a half near a village called Milldale. We were without tents while at the last camp and had since very bad weather which caused a good deal of suffering.

Wednesday [February] 11th
	This afternoon on a/c of a false alarm. We were kept under arms most of the evening. Expecting to be marched to the breastworks.
	I forgot to say that while we were at the last camp I, with Q. M. Sergt. J. W. Flynn, rose to Vicksburg and returned the same day.

Sunday [February] 15th
	We were ordered to cook three days rations and be ready to leave this morning at 6 o’clock but did’nt get off till after dinner. Marched to the Steam  boat landing and took up our qu_____ as the Str. “Edward J. Gay.” The 2nd Battalion took the Str “Hope.” The “Hope” left this evening but we did not.

Monday [February] 16th
	Left early this morning and on a/c of an accident to the pump did not get to Yazoo City till next morning. Laid up 10 miles below.

Tuesday [February] 17th
	Laid [up] all day at the city taking in provisions. Took all of our wagons off intending to put cotton aboard, as a gun-boat.
Wednesday [February] 18th
	Left early this morning and in .....

Thursday [February 19th
	Arrived at camp, three miles below Greenwood at 5 o’clock P. M. Took half of the ferry-man’s house for Head-Quarters of the 1st and 2nd Battalion.

Sunday [February] 22nd
	An expedition left this morning under Gen. Loring on the Str. “Hope”  with 120 men from the Legion under Maj. Cameron to ascend the Tallahatchie as far as Coldwater to reconnoiter.

Tuesday [February] 24th
	The expedition returned this evening without having seen anything of the Yankees.

Sunday March 1st
	Bob John is going up the Tallahatchie with the Str. “Prince of Wales” on a foraging expedition and as I have’nt much to do, I am going up foraging for our messes. Left about 1 P. M. and laid up 2 miles above the fortifications.

Monday {March] 2nd
	Picked up two young ladies and one married on this afternoon on their way down the river in a skiff.
	Their names are Misses Terrell and Stevens and Mrs. Pate. Laid up to-night at Pegod’s plantation.

Tuesday {March] 3rd
	Took in about 500 bushels of corn and robbed a bee gum at Pegod’s and in the afternoon went up to Talbot’s and took on [?] beer & corn.

Friday [March] 6th
	Returned to camp this evening after an absence of 5 ½ days.

Saturday [March] 7th
	Lt. Col. Timmons and Majors Cameron & Steele gave a dinner to-day to the Zouave officers. Capt. Adams & Nathusius & Lieut Lecompt, adjt. Of the 2nd Texas, at which Capts. Grisham, Lieuts. Williams & Graves & Sgt. Major Pryor & myself were not invited.
	The 2nd Texas and 20th Miss. Are here. Col. Waul is in command - about 4 P. M. there was a hail storm, the largest I ever saw, except one at Galveston. It lasted about 15 minutes.

Sunday [March] 8th
	This morning a dispatch reached camp from Capt. Carter stating that there were 4 gunboats and 13 transports in the Tallahatchie, 15 miles below the mouth of the cold Water.

Wednesday [March] 11th
	This morning at sunrise were ordered to fall in and take our place at the breastworks. At 11 A. M. a gunboat came in sight and was fired on by our batteries and replied. They fired 4 or 5 times and we 10 or 12. At 1 P. M. Capt. Bradley with his company and a detachment under Capt. Wickeland passed u the river and skirmished with the enemy. No one was hurt on our side. Capt. Wickelam had a button shot off of his cap. About 4 P. M. we fired at a bunch of them in the woods when they again fired from their gun-boat. They fired 9 times. We made a large hole in their boat when they withdrew.

Thursday [March] 12th
	At the breastworks all day but had no engagement with the enemy. We fired twice at their pickets but they did not reply.

Friday [March] 13th
	I forgot to mention that in advance of the Yankees, the Str. Parallel loaded with cotton as a gunboat was burnt to prevent her from falling into the hands of the enemy. This morning at 10 3/4 A. M. the ball was opened by the enemy from a battery stationed in their works. For an hour or two from the commencement it was very hot work. They fired 11 & 13 inch ball & shell and injured our batteries considerably. Several times they came very near dismounting our two largest guns. About 12 o’clock one of their shells passed through our batteries into the magazine of the Whitworth guns, blowing up and badly burning twenty men. Three men had a leg shot off; two above the knee and one below. One of them has since died. Several others were wounded in the arm.
	They continued firing all day with a few intervals of 10 or 15 minutes each. One of the men was from Hogner’s company, one from Wickelam’s and the other that lost his leg was from __________
	We hit their boat a good many times and set the cotton bales on fire.

Saturday [March] 14th
	We expect to be shelled last night but was not. After dark the “Prince of Wales” arrived from Yazoo City with an 8 inch Columbiad and ammunition for all of our guns. It relieved us a good deal as all of our ammunition for the 32 pdr. Had given out. The men worked most all night repairing breastworks, mounting 8 inch guns, and making a magazine. I worked about two hours at the magazine and went to bed at 2 o’clock. At 8 o’clock the bombardment has not yet commenced. In the afternoon 4 or 5 shots were exchanged, wounding one man in the thigh on our side.

Sunday [March] 15th
	Not a single gun has been fired. Both parties seem to have agreed to let each other alone to fortify. The Yankees are throwing up fortifications in the point of timber across the rive. A deserter has come into camp saying that we killed 8 men at one shot on the gunboat. Our 8 inch Columbiad is mounted and we feel confident of whipping them in the next engagement.

Monday [March] 16th
	This morning before day light were ordered to fall in and march down the river about 2 miles as the Yankees were crossing. It was a false alarm. 40 or 50 had crosses in the night but returned. The enemy opened from their batteries and gunboat about 12 o’clock and a brisk cannonading was kept up  for two or three hours but not as heavy as on Friday. Last night we had a battery built two or three hundred yards below our fortifications, opposite the Yankee battery in the woods. During the engagement, Yankee sharpshooters were sent out to pick off the gunners at this battery but did no damage. They afterwards directed their fire at our men passing along the breastworks. Two of their shots came very near me.

Tuesday [March] 17
	Our camp was moved night before last farther up the peninsula near the 2nd Texas, so as not to be in range of their shells. The Head Quarters of the First Batt. Arrived this morning from their comfortable house. We have to go back to tents again. An attack was expected by the Yankees to day at the lower breastworks. Not a single gun has been fired by either side to day.
	Sunday the “Hope” arrived from Yazoo City with two 18 pdr. Rifled guns and a large supply of ammunition. They were mounted Sunday night.

Wednesday [March] 18th
	All quiet along the Tallahatchie to-day.

Thursday [March] 19th
	Last night both Battalions slept in the breastworks as an attack was anticipated. But they were not disturbed.

Friday [March] 20th
	The command again slept at the breastworks last night. About midnight, a false alarm was given and a good many guns (muskets0 were fired. Yesterday, one of the Zouaves was taken with a fit and jumping in the river, drowned himself. He was fished up this morning. Rumors have been circulated in camp that the Yankees were evacuating the point of timber. During the forenoon, two shots were fired over there and no reply having been given, a detachment of 200 men under Lt. Col. Timmons was sent to reconnoiter. They found the Yankee fortifications and camp deserted. 15 graves were found. One of them was the chief gunner of the gunboat Chilicothe. Several letters were found despairing of ever taking Fort “Greenbush.” Also bacon and crackers by the quantity. The knowledge that they were unable to take Fort Pemberton and the falling of the river, 111 inches in tow or three days, was, I suppose, their reason for leaving.
Saturday [March] 21st
	This morning I went over the river to the Yankee battery, in company with Capt. Sterling and Lieut. John.

Monday [March] 23rd
	It is reported this morning that the Yankees have met reenforcements and are on their way back to attack again.
	About 3 P> M. they announced their arrival by firing three shots at the Str “Gay” at her landing. We fired several small guns at them during the afternoon. They seem to be at work repairing their battery in the woods. It has rained most all afternoon.

Tuesday [March] 24th
	The 2nd Texas had a skirmish with the enemy this evening in which they lost 6 killed and we one killed and one taken prisoner.

Wednesday [March] 25th
	The command was ordered down to the lower breastworks to reenforce Col. Smith.

Sunday [March] 29th
	The Legion returned this evening. I being unwell, have been in camp all the week.
	The Yankees have been quiet since their second arrival.

Wednesday April 1st
	At 4 A. M. Capt. Bolling’s company was ordered out as pickets in advance of the fortifications. The enemy it is reported, received reenforcements yesterday.

Thursday [April] 2nd
	Last night at about 9 o’clock our batteries fired a few shots at the enemy at work in the point of timber where there [sic] former battery was.
	Several more shots have been fired this morning. They are building a battery nearer us than the former one was.

Sunday [April] 5th
	This afternoon two deserters were brought into camp saying that the enemy has all left this morning. A party was sent out who found it was as represented. They had left in haste, as boxes and barrels of crackers and a large assortment of bacon was left behind.
	When they left they turned an old coal barge adrift and as soon as it drifted [End of diary. There was probably another volume but it has not survived]

On the last page is the number of Rice’s pistol:
	No. of my 6 inch 5 shooter is 172939.

  
